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ne who grew up with classics story-

tellers like Somerset Maugham, this
impressive volume leads you on a trip
down-nostalgia lanes. For, With the Tiger
"Is a graceful retelling of Maugham's clas-
sic The Razor's Edge. Where Baranay
succeeds is the way she intersperses
Maugham's characters in Indian context
with such brave and unwavering way,
without losing the girth and grip of the
narrative, cogitative most of the times.
Baranay, as she admits, has followed
Maugham's structure exactly and named
her characters for his. Brief: The charm-
ing young Larry (along with a host of
other characters) returns as Australians;
his life-altering occurrence is not as an
underage enlistee in WWI, but during a
teenage backpacking trip to India, where
he converts himself into a mysterious
hermit. A racy read, this is a worthy addi-
tion to your literary vocabulary.



