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Fast forwarding Mr Maugham

Set against the backdrop of the Great Depression, The Razor's Edge by W Somerset Maugham, a novel
published in 1942, is said to have begun the craze for ‘Spiritual India.’

Nishanth S Coontoor

Set against the backdrop of the Great Depression, The Razor’'s Edge by W Somerset Maugham, a
novel published in 1942, is said to have begun the craze for ‘Spiritual India.” Taking it forward today is
Inez Baranay’s latest installment With The Tiger, which she says is a “sixty-years-later re-telling” of the
original work. “The story remains centered on a young man “seeker” Larry Darrell who refuses the
opportunities and privileges offered to him. It is about the choices he makes, and the implications it has
on others including his fiancée Isabel,” says Inez straight from Dehradun where she is enjoying her
holiday.

You have many interesting characters particularly the gay playwright named after Maugham.
Can you tell us about them?

The narrator of The Razor’s Edge is a Mr Maugham, clearly to be identified with the author. | call my
narrator Will Maugham and Will tells us more about himself in my version. He is an “out” gay playwright
and other characters in With the Tiger are also gay or fluid in their preferences. This reflects their own
contemporary reality and is a kind of comment on the closetedness of Maugham and his work. It wasn’t
until late in life that Maugham was open about his homosexuality and

he can only hint at it in his characters, even the very camp Elliott Templeton. In my version the
characters are Australians; in Maugham'’s they were Americans in Europe.

Could you elaborate on the ‘Life changing experiences’ that your character undergoes in India?

Larry, the central character, first went to India as a teenage backpacker. There his best friend died in an
accident. From that time Larry is determined to find some kind of answer to the mystery of chance and
death. He keeps investigating the answers others have found that could give meaning to this death.

Your earlier novels like Neem Dreams, like this one too, have an Indian connection. Is there any
particular reason behind this desi connection?

I'd already travelled to India a couple of times when the idea for Neem Dreams came, and researching
and writing that

novel meant many more travels to India. | met all kinds of people, and eventually did some teaching
work here. Friendships keep bringing me back to India and it was inevitable | would write another novel
with an Indian theme.

With The Tiger is about a financial and political scandal in the late 1980s, an issue that many
readers can relate to today. Are you hoping the reader takes back something?

That should be up to the reader to decide. There is the level of enjoying a story where you want to
know more about these

people and their relationships and what happens, and there is the level of asking questions about
values and meaning.

A review that | read recently said — ‘Australian literature in English is here to stay. It has come
of age in patterns
similar to Indian writing in English.’ Please comment.

| think the point here is that both Australia and India have created a distinctive English language
literature in which they assert their own specific versions of English and their own experiences. English
language is capable of many variations and it has been a long time since there was a one central
authority on “correct” English. When | was growing up in Australia, Britain was still regarded as an
authority in these matters. Now it seems to me that the most enjoyable and interesting literature comes
from voices freed from such constriction, speaking and writing in a myriad of accents and cadences.

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99

16/04/09 10:04 AM

Q_‘/' 12 Comments » w E m 77 Members »
i v

Advertisement

Recommend/Review this Article

Ratings (0) fLa]

Average rating:

Want to contribute?
Join or Sign In

No one has left a comment yet.
Be the first!

More

Page 1 of 10

Giving Gyan n~«« 15 hours ago

The Winner Stands Alone new 18 hours ago
Slumdog inspires artists 3 days ago

Gypsy Baron 4 days ago

‘Akshay gave me the chance’ 4 days ago
Why should boys have all the fun? 5 days ago
Many different lives 6 days ago

Opening a new vortex 6 days ago

High on Choice, Flat on taste 6 days ago
Fashion meets cricket 7 days ago

Neck swirl time 7 days ago

Giving Gyan 7 days ago

A feel good comedy 8 days ago

Sharukh’s Angel 9 days ago

‘I'm a free bird" 11 days ago

Full throttle 12 days ago

Sun kissed 12 days ago
Box office dud 13 days ago

Wide angle focus 13 days ago

Page 1 of 10 »
Most Read Articles

Page 1 of 2


javascript:void(0);
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99#
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/epaper
http://mail.indiatimes.com/
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99#
http://in.indiatimes.com/
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=others&do=rss
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/Daily/skins/MIRROR/navigator.asp?Daily=BGMIR&login=default
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99#
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/epaper
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx
http://adstil.indiatimes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.bangaloremirror.com/commoncodes/index.htm/577906388/Top/OasDefault/BCCL_worldvision_BM_468x60_TOP/WolrdVision-BM-468x60-rm.gif/64636533616464333439653662333330
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&func=main&sectid=3
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&sectid=31
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=1&contentid=20090408200904080044434569801c03
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=2009041520090415184320852c570f964&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=2009041520090415153243786685eb074&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090412200904122049549436ce65372&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090411200904112011426845181a5&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=2009041120090411201139989e4c0f41c&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090410200904101956025993e334b7f&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=200904092009040922074316170bdd095&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=2009040920090409220741991351747f&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=200904092009040920434647444a4dc5c&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090408200904081930043801ee34341&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=2009040820090408193002255f4795736&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=200904082009040818065419310c58718&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019374835db1e16d&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=200904062009040618511792b7c06370&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=2009040420090404190117775d0f90b94&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=2009040320090403202456971ce89afbc&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=200904032009040320245484626cb1192&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=2009040220090402200408690e89ff3c9&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090402200904022004065803c9af8db&sectxslt=&pageno=1
javascript:(new%20ajax()).getHTML(document.getElementById('page'),'ajax.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99&pageno=2&article=no','index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99&pageno=2')

Fast forwarding Mr Maugham, Entertainment - Etc - Bangalore Mirror,Bangalore Mirror

[=] Mail this article =4 Print this article

Contribute/ Share your Opinion

*Name:

*Email address:

*Comments:

) BOOKMARK o™ 20 47

Most Read Sections

*Security Question :

Most Searched Tags

About Us | Contact us | Advertise with us | Terms of use | Privacy Policy

2*3 equals
Submit
Fields marked * are compulsory
Terms & Conditions
Advertisement
BWGALORE VIIRROR .com

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99

Other Times Group Sites: ePaper | Mumbai Mirror | Kolkata Mirror | Ahmedabad Mirror | Pune Mirror |
Times Wellness | Mumbai Pluses | Times Ascent | Education Times | M-Paper |

Times of India | Economic Times | BizXchange
Copyright 2009© Bennett Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved.

16/04/09 10:04 AM

Page 2 of 2


http://timesascent.in/
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99#ftr2
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99#ftr2
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=120&winname=addthis&pub=saatchigallery&s=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bangaloremirror.com%2Findex.aspx%3Fpage%3Darticle%26sectid%3D31%26contentid%3D20090407200904072019354042cebea99&title=Fast%20forwarding%20Mr%20Maugham%2C%20Entertainment%20-%20Etc%20-%20Bangalore%20Mirror%2CBangalore%20Mirror&logo=&logobg=&logocolor=&ate=AT-saatchigallery/-/-/d33aa82e2ca16c/1/472ae7e9fdd089d6&adt=undefined&content=&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99#cmt
javascript:toggle('terms')
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?Page=article&sectname=Entertainment%20-%20South%20Masala&sectid=25&contentid=2008090720080907210018805377898ea
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=76&contentid=20090409200904092044238185fc419cf&sectxslt=
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=33&contentid=2008122920081229211219266a685852e&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=33&contentid=20090409200904091753545836b2c9979&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=33&contentid=2009040820090408180158786f0a0ac99&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=33&contentid=2009041020090410200739989af2f93d6&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=33&contentid=20090411200904112014214587b661946&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=1&contentid=200904042009040401312215243047ff1&sectxslt=
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=33&contentid=20090406200904061840386391a28b27c&sectxslt=&pageno=1
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&xslt=&sectid=33&sectname=Ask%20the%20Sexpert
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&xslt=&sectid=1&sectname=Latest
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&xslt=&sectid=25&sectname=South%20Masala
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&sectid=33
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&xslt=&sectid=11&sectname=Nation
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&xslt=&sectid=84&sectname=Joke%20of%20the%20Day
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&xslt=&sectid=18&sectname=My%20Stories
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&xslt=&sectid=12&sectname=World
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&xslt=&sectid=23&sectname=Hollywood
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=section&xslt=&sectid=74&sectname=You/his%20&%20her
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Raid%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22MG%20Road%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22ITPL%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Bengaluru%20Habba%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Engineering%20college%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Science%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Majestic%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22IIMB%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Mount%20Carmel%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Sandalwood%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22VCDs%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22BWSSB%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22MTR%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22ISKCON%20Temple%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Mysore%20Silk%20udyog%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Shankar%20Bidari%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22KSRTC%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Rahul%20Dravid%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22BESCOM%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22UVCE%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Recession%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22karnataka%20polls%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Nandi%20Hills%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Kumaraswamy%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22vidhana%20soudha%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Varsity%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Kanteerava%20Stadium%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Robin%20Uthappa%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Kannada%20Rajyotsava%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Forum%20Mall%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22xbox360%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Traffic%20jams%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Railway%20station%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Palace%20Grounds%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22GBWSP%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Food%20street%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Infosys%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Offshore%20Development%20Centre%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Lok%20Ayukta%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22TiE%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22ITES%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Pirated%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Anil%20Kumble%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Jayadeva%20Hospital%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Rangashankara%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Attara%20Kacheri%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22NHAI%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Yedyurappa%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22CAT%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Pubs%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Janagraha%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Deve%20Gowda%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22KIADB%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22IISc%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Tech%20Parks%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Cantonment%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22concerts%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22cops%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Ulsoor%20Lake%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Vijay%20Mallya%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22BIA%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Lal%20Bagh%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22exam%20results%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22BPO%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Bangalore%20marathon%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22UB%20City%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22BMTC%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Mysore%20Palace%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22MSc%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22stray%20dogs%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Bowring%20Hospital%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Indiranagar%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22NICE%20Road%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Chief%20Minister%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Raj%20Kumar%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Mysore%20Highway%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Ranji%20Trophy%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22NIMHANS%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Autodrivers%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Electronics%20City%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Cubbon%20Park%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Brigade%20Road%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Metro%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Kempegowda%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22BBMP%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22CDs%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=search&keyword=%22Wipro%22&from=0
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx
http://www.timeswellness.com/
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/
http://www.ahmedabadmirror.com/
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/daily/mpaper/index.html
http://www.kolkatamirror.com/
http://www.economictimes.com/
http://www.timesofindia.com/
http://www.punemirror.in/
http://ms.timesofindia.com/ads/advertise/index.html
http://ms.timesofindia.com/ads/termsofuse/bangaloremirror.html
http://ms.timesofindia.com/ads/aboutus/bangaloremirror.html
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/index.aspx?page=article&sectid=31&contentid=20090407200904072019354042cebea99#ftr1
http://education.indiatimes.com/educationTimes/index.jsp
http://www.BizXchange.in/
http://www.mumbaipluses.com/
http://ms.timesofindia.com/ads/Privacypolicy/bangaloremirror.html
http://www.mumbaimirror.com/

